Recent developments in target identification against hepatitis C virus.
Chronic hepatitis C is a leading cause of liver cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma worldwide. Recent progress in the understanding of the molecular virology of hepatitis C has allowed the identification of novel antiviral targets. Moreover, in vitro and in vivo model systems have been developed that allow the systematic evaluation of new therapeutic strategies. Exciting results from proof-of-concept clinical studies have now been reported for a specific hepatitis C virus serine protease inhibitor. These and other novel antiviral strategies may complement existing therapeutic modalities in the future.